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close contact with the Japanese. In 1945 he, along with a group
of other White leaders, was arrested during the advance of the
Red Army; after a trial in August, 1946, Semionov was executed.
Great sections of the population fled to China and settled per-
manently in Manchuria, Peking, and Shanghai, since the civil war
in eastern Siberia was often atrociously cruel.

In 1919 the Siberian railroad to the east of the Baikal was taken
over by an Inter-Allied Railway Commission.

Japanese troops far outnumbered all other Allied forces taken
together. The intervention in fact was a Japanese rather than an
Allied intervention. Japanese industrial and commercial firms ex-
panded into the Russian Far East, Russian ships were taken over by
Japanese shipping houses, power stations and other * 'concessions"
were acquired by Japanese companies. It was obvious that Japan
intended to stay in the Far East indefinitely and considered the
area as her future protectorate. Unlike the other Allies, Japan did
not actually support the Russian Government which had been
officially recognized; it gave no aid to Admiral Kolchak. On the
contrary, Japan supported the "autonomy" of small pro-Japanese
Russian armies among whom the troops of General Semionov were
the most important. A future strong and united Russia, as advocated
by France and the United States, was not favored by Japan. Her
interests were far better served by a multitude of Russian regimes
with small armies and a succession of struggles.

Early in 1920 the policy of the Allies began to change. The
military intervention, unpopular among the Allied countries, could
not be justified after the signing of the Versailles Treaty. The
blockade of Russia had never been popular. The White armies had
suffered heavy defeats in Siberia, Kolchak's troops disintegrated
completely, and the Admiral himself was captured at Irkutsk and
executed in February, 1920. The evacuation of the Czechoslovaks
had been completed in the meantime. There was no longer any
plausible reason for the presence of Allied troops on Russia's Far
Eastern soil.

Japan did not intend, however, to relinquish her acquisitions.
Because of this attitude a great political and diplomatic warfare
started which lasted for more than two years and ended in Japan's
withdrawal in 192 2. Among the Great Powers, Japan's main antag-
onist in this struggle was the Government of the United States.